The sentence and Kyukei in Japanese criminal procedure, especially in domestic homicide cases.
Kyukei is the prosecutor's suggestion of punishment for the accused in the closing argument in the Japanese criminal court. It is rumored that the court sentence is foreseeable in 8 out of 10 of Kyukei. In this study, the ratio of the average sentence against the Kyukei for Oyako-shinju cases was confirmed to be 0.85 for male offenders and 0.71 for female offenders. Although there is a somewhat lenient tendency observed for female offenders, the ratio may almost be found around 0.8. To make a comparative study, we referred to the Kyukei and sentences of out-of-home murder cases and fatal child abuse cases. In the murder case, the ratio of the average sentence against the Kyukei is 0.83, whereas in the child abuse case it is 0.73. What is called the "myth of 8 out of 10" is more applicable for the male offenders who commit the majority of crimes, than for the females. Most of the crimes committed by women are domestic in nature. Indeed, because most women's domestic cases are due to husbands who are absent, behave violently, or are irresponsible, their circumstances of committing the crimes may be taken into account by the judge.